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286 Maple Ave.  Barrington, RI 02806

401-245-9090

Rabbit Basics:
Rabbits are generally low maintenance pets that are good for children or people with allergies to other animals. Rabbits require no vaccinations but we recommend that you have your rabbit examined by a veterinarian yearly.  Rabbits are classified as lagomorphs and as such have some unique physiologic properties such as continuously growing teeth. Rabbits are considered obligate nasal breathers meaning they can only breathe through their nostrils. Improper diet and husbandry are the leading cause for problems in many rabbits.  

Diet:

Rabbits require a steady source of high fiber foods.  Recent studies recommend feeding timothy hay free choice, along with high quality commercial rabbit pellets.  Fruits and vegetables are great supplements as long as you remove any seeds before feeding them to your rabbit.  
Feed 1 cup of vegetables for each 4 lbs of body weight. Good choices for vegetables are: alfalfa sprouts, basil, beet greens, broccoli leaves, brussel sprouts, cilantro, collard greens, endive and squash.  Avoid lettuce as this has very little nutritional value and can cause diarrhea. Feed 2 Tbs per 5 lb of weight. Stay with high fiber fruit such as apples (without seeds) plums, pears, melons, papaya, blueberries and blackberries. Avoid bananas and grapes.
Housing:

Rabbits make good indoor pets and can be litter box trained.  Be very careful not to allow your rabbit to free roam unsupervised as they can chew carpets and electrical cords.  If your rabbit is well acclimated they can be kept outside in a wire bottom hutch.  In door cages should have wire bottom with no sharp edges and a box the rabbit can hide in.  Access to fresh water at all times is essential.
Medical Care:
We do not recommend vaccinating a house rabbit.  We do recommend spaying and neutering rabbits to avoid reproductive diseases, behavioral urine marking, and aggression.  Rabbits hide illness very well, and the signs may be subtle. Please notify your veterinarian if you notice decreased or no appetite, reluctance to move, diarrhea, weight loss, or changes in behavior.
Physiologic Data:

Weight: males 

4 -10.5 lbs

             females

4 -12 lbs

Rectal temperature range:
101.5-104 degrees

Heart rate:


180-250 beats per minute
Sexual maturity: 

22-52 weeks
Gestation length:

30-33 days

Litter size:


4-12 kits

