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Harbor Animal Hospital is delighted to welcome the cooler weather with our fourth practice newsletter! We want to take this opportunity to update you on some exciting developments within our practice and to share with you important ways to keep your pets safe and happy during the next few months. We look forward to seeing you and your pets soon!
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Holiday Hazards


    


           �


It is very important to keep your pet safe this upcoming holiday season.  A few things to keep in mind are to keep an eye on your pet at social gatherings.  Any alteration in your pet’s normal diet can cause gastrointestinal upset, pancreatitis, and other health problems leading to lengthy and costly hospital stays.


There are many types of flowers, candies, ribbons, chocolates, tinsel, ornaments, and candles around during the holiday season.  Keep in mind all of them can potentially harm your pet.  


Another winter hazard is de-icing salt.  Many formulations may contain chemicals that are hazardous if ingested.  Look for “pet-friendly” de-icing salts.





Please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.aspca.org" ��www.aspca.org� for more ways to keep your pet safe during the holiday season.














Did You Know??





�





Did you know that if your cat or dog is age 7 or older they are considered a SENIOR?  This is the most important time in your pets’ life to be diligent about their health.  We strongly recommend a full physical examination on your pet twice a year, making sure we catch any signs of aging or illness right away.  


            We recommend at least once a year doing a full blood panel checking the function of the liver, kidneys, electrolytes, thyroid, blood glucose levels as well as other blood levels.  This enables us to catch some health problems, and treat them accordingly.  In most cases, the sooner we catch a problem, the sooner we are able to help your pet feel better, as well as hopefully slow the progression of the problem or disease.





	Please visit our website for a list of things to watch for in your senior pet at: 


www.harboranimalhospital.net


	








	


Creepy Crawlies





Now that the cooler weather is here, everyone wants to stop giving heartworm preventatives.  Unfortunately, though the mosquitoes may not be present and still biting, other parasites are still in the ground and your pet is still at risk for contracting intestinal worms.  (The heartworm preventative also contains other de-wormers).  Some of these worms can be transmitted to adults and children so it is best to keep your pet on prevention year-round.  There are rebates from the companies that reward you for keeping your pet on the preventative year-round.  Please ask our front desk staff for more details!


	





For heartworm preventative we recommend Interceptor.





For flea and tick control we recommend the following:


�   oFor dogs: Frontline Plus, or K-9Advantix


�   oFor cats: Advantage Multi or Frontline    Plus


-remember, never use products labeled     for dogs on your cat; they can have toxic side effects.








Staff Corner





We would like to introduce our staff to you!


Veterinarians: Wade Cordy, DVM


                        Jennifer Trachtman, DVM


Hospital Manager: Kerrin Venafra


Receptionists:  Norma and Jessica


Technicians:  Laurie, Holly, Stephanie, Laura,                       


          Emily, Jenna, and Melissa




















Home Again Microchip





It is highly recommended to have your pet microchipped!  Home Again microchips are about the size of a grain of rice, and are inserted under the skin (like a vaccine).  Most animal shelters and animal hospitals are equipped with a scanner to help get your pet reunited with you if he or she should ever become lost.  There are many other benefits to having your pet microchipped - please visit the Home Again website for more information!  www.homeagain.com





Office Hours


Monday……………………............8am-8pm


Tuesday……………………............8am-6pm


Wednesday……...…………………8am-7pm


Thursday…………………..........…8am-6pm


Friday…………………………...…8am-6pm


Saturday……………………...……8am-2pm


Sunday…………...…………..……CLOSED





In case of an after-hour emergency, you can call or go to:





Mass-RI Veterinary ER


477 Milford Rd


Swansea, MA 02777


(508) 730-1112





Ocean State Veterinary Specialists:


1480 South County Trail�East Greenwich, RI 02818


(401) 886-6787





Bay State Veterinary Emergency Services


76 Baptist St


Swansea, MA 02777


(508) 379-1233





�





The Harbor Animal Hospital staff wishes you and your pets a safe and Happy Holiday Season!
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