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Guinea Pigs are originally from the Andes Region of South America.  This region of the world is mountainous and cool.  Guinea pigs are very social animals and seek physical contact with other guinea pigs.  Housing of guinea pigs should consist of a cage with a solid floor with wood shavings or shredded paper and an upside down box for shelter.  Guinea pigs can not tolerate hot humid weather and are very prone to heat stroke.  Avoid placing guinea pigs in direct sunlight during the summer.  Avoid high humidity and heat.  Nutrition of guinea pigs should include high quality commercial pelleted feed, alfalfa hay, fresh fruits and vegetables.  Avoid large amounts of high water containing vegetables such as lettuce as they may cause diarrhea.  Guinea pigs are unique like humans and primates being one of the few species that require vitamin C in their diet.  Vitamin C is highly unstable and sensitive to light and will only last a maximum of 90 days in commercial pellets.  It is recommended to supplement their water with Vitamin C drops daily.  Other fruits and vegetables high in Vitamin C include broccoli, kale, parsley, spinach, red and green peppers.

Physiology of Guinea Pigs:
Life Span


5-6 yrs

Adult Weight


Males 900 – 1200 grams





Females 700-900 grams

Gestation (Pregnancy)  
59-72 days
Heart rates


240-310 bpm

Rectal Temp


99-103

